
 

 

BLANTYRE, MAY 8, 2017-- 

Press Statement from Team FSC on aborted MISA NGC Elections 

Following the disorder that marred the May 6, 2017 National Governing Council election process for MISA 

Malawi we, the contestants on the position of Chairperson (Frank Phiri), Vice Chairperson (Sellina Nkowani-

Kainja) and Executive Member (Chimwemwe Njoloma) wish to register the following concerns; 

1. Failure to Provide Timely, Sound Legal Counsel   

We disagree with the interpretation of the MISA Constitution as provided by the Legal Counsel Mandala 

Dick Mambulasa in the heat of the moment on May 6, 2017. In dispute is counsel’s interpretation of Article II 

of the MISA Constitution which defines an “Ordinary Member” as “media institutions and practitioners who 

have fully paid membership fee.” Following this interpretation, freelance journalists and student journalists 

were asked to be re-validated by monitors and members present in order to be eligible to vote when in 

fact their names already appeared on the voter roll which meant that MISA Secretariat had already 

assessed them and was satisfied that they were eligible.  

It is this interpretation which was the major cause of disagreements, and created disorder in the hall where 

the election exercise was underway. It should be noted that on May 5, 2017 during a luncheon organized 

by Secretariat and the two contestants on position of chairperson, Teresa Ndanga and Frank Phiri, the issue 

of eligibility was discussed and it was our impression that it had been resolved. During that meeting both 

sides presented their grievances, including that of eligibility by members, and this was followed by an 

amicable discussion. If Ndanga was not satisfied with the explanation given by both MISA National Director 

Aubrey Chikungwa and NGC Chairman Thom Khanje, we feel she had enough time on May 5, 2017 to 

seek other meaningful recourses, rather than wait for May 6, 2017 and provoke disagreements, resulting in 

abandonment of the entire voting process.  

2. Conflict of Interest and Bias by Legal Counsel, Mandala Mambulasa 

On May 6, 2017 soon after the election was aborted, the learned counsel admitted having been 

campaigning for Teresa Ndanga, and asking female journalists to vote for a “fellow woman.” There are 

many people who can corroborate this development. We find the conduct by the learned man of the bar 

to be out of order. As a co-opted member of the NGC, the Legal Counsel was trying to use his position to 

influence the outcome of an election by favoring one candidate at the expense of the other. To date, the 

chairman Mr Thom Khanje and other members of NGC (Yvonne Sundu and Winnie Botha) must be 

commended for upholding impartiality throughout this process. We are however, concerned that the Legal 

Counsel has compromised his position through this conduct. Our fear is that this further compromises his 

decisions in the on-going elective process, and other operations of MISA Malawi. We are worried that the 

Legal Counsel is in a position of power and influence which he might use to our disadvantage in view of his 

stand. It is also a matter of concern that having canvassed for votes for one of the contestants, the Legal 

Counsel used his position to abort the voting process, perhaps fearing that the odds were not in favour of 

his preferred candidate/s. In which case, how do we expect him to be impartial?  

Counsel Mambulasa’s determination was ill-timed as it was tantamount to amending the MISA Constitution 

without giving members formal notice and enough time to digest the contestable issue of voting eligibility. 

It was noted that members were infuriated to be informed about new exclusion criteria on voting process 



when they had already started queuing to vote, and a day after they had travelled long distances to 

Lilongwe for the exercise.  

We feel that our counsel, with due respect, came short of providing sound and timely legal counsel to NGC 

and Secretariat resulting in the last-minute decision to annul or postpone the voting process. Such a hasty, 

abrupt decision, while members had already queued to vote, and the voter roll duly signed by all 

candidates in presence of Malawi Electoral Commission, did not appear to be in the best interest of MISA 

Malawi membership.  

3. Violation of the Freedom of Association, Expression and Press 

We feel that the decision to exclude student journalists and freelancers from voting, or to subject them to 

an undue scrutiny process as demanded by Teresa Ndanga camp, is a violation of their freedom of 

association, expression and press as provided for in the Malawi Constitution. Such an act prevents them 

from participating in an exercise aimed to form leadership of an organisation whose founding principles 

include the safeguarding of those same freedoms.  

It is also worrisome to note that our fellow contestant would attempt to bar students from voting 

considering them as not being “media practitioners” enough. We are surprised by her sudden change of 

heart on this considering that she campaigned vigorously amongst students for a vote. As part of her 

campaign, TCM visited students at the Polytechnic, MIJ and others to request for support. It is also on record 

that TCM pledged to reduce MISA membership fees for students. It is therefore strange that TCM has 

decided to turn their back on the same students. There is precedence that student journalists are 

practitioners who freely contribute stories and content to the media as a fulfillment of their academic duty. 

There is also precedence in this such as journalism schools like Malawi Institute of Journalism (MIJ) owning 

radio stations, and students going to work in the industry on Internship and exchange programs. Worldwide, 

journalism schools own media platforms where students practice.  

Precedence is also there that correspondents/freelancers have voted in MISA elections, and meet 

qualifying criteria to be members of the body. There is, however, no precedence where either journalism 

students or freelance journalists were excluded from voting in MISA elections. We regard the 

encumbrances we saw on May 6, 2017 as a deliberate ploy to derail the voting process, ring the media 

into disrepute.  

In conclusion, we expect the Legal Counsel to step aside and pave way for a neutral legal advisor who will 

bring sanity and restore a credible voting process, in full consultation with the National Governing Council, 

Secretariat and membership.  

Signed, 

Frank Phiri, 

Sellina Kainja, 

Chimwemwe Njoloma 

 

For an Inclusive, Diverse & Relevant Media 

 


